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for COVID-19 update (https://sacoronavirus.co.za).
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SCI-BONO DISCOVERY CENTRE VISION STATEMENT
To be a world-class science centre capacitated to assist in instilling a culture of
science and technology, acquiring science knowledge, skills and attitudes; applying
this acquired science knowledge, skills and attitudes to develop and innovate new
products and services that uplift the quality of life for all South Africans, and using the
innovated products and services to compete in the global world of science.

SCIENCE CENTRE OUTREACH
For Science Awareness programmes our Science Centre team went to Newtown Junction
on 6 to 7 February and on 20 February the team went to Cling and Lakeside Task Team
which both are based in the Vaal. The aim of these outreach programmes is to create
awareness about Sci-Bono, STEM and other programmes/activities run at Sci-Bono. They
conducted workshops, performed science shows to the public and in addition they had
interactive exhibits that the public interacted with. The public was entertained, informed
and were appreciative of the Sci-Bono team.

SPEAK TO A SCIENTIST
The Science Centre team normally hosts a series of public talks monthly. These talks are
aimed at engaging the public on current scientific affairs and news making phenomena.
For the month of February they hosted a virtual public talk by Dr Steven Mufamadi under
the theme Nanomedicine in a Covid-19 Vaccine.
Below we have included Dr Mufamadi’s biography.
Dr Steven Mufamadi is the founder and managing director of Nabio Consulting (Pty) Ltd.
He has earned his PhD in pharmaceutics from Wits University. During his studies, he has
authored and co-authored three patents, one of which is an international patent, several
peer-reviewed scientific publications and book chapters.
He received the awards as international inventor from the Wits Enterprise & Wits University
Innovation Forum, the best peer-reviewed research paper of pharmaceutics from the
Academy of Pharmaceutical Sciences of South Africa (APSSA), Gauteng Biotech
communicator of the year by the BioFundi awards in 2017 and finalist of the 2019/2020
NSTF South 32 Awards in the category: Communication award.
He is also a Member of the South African Bureau of Standards (SABS) committee on
nanotechnologies and Expert Technical Committee for Working Group 5 of ISO/TC 229 on
nanotechnologies.
He has served as a consultant for many organisations, embassy, government departments
and agencies, SMMEs and pharmaceutical companies, both local and international. He cofounded several dialogues on communicable and non-communicable diseases such as
cancer medicine in the era of the Fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR) and COVID-19 vaccine
policy dialogue.

WOMEN AND GIRLS IN SCIENCE
In celebration of International Day of Women and Girls in Science on 11 February with the
Global theme for 2021: “Women in leadership: Achieving an equal future in a COVID-19
world”. The Career Centre through the Sci-Bono and Finnish Embassy partnership hosted
a webinar under the theme Girls Love STEM: fighting stereotypes about girls in science.
The aim of this webinar:
Stimulate curiosity and debate through engaging conversation and discussions,
debates on gender issues and factors that impede or promote the successful
integration of girls and young women scientist in higher education, academia,
commerce and industry.
Highlight the importance of Science, Mathematics and Arts as gateway subjects to
successful careers of the future entrepreneurship as a drive of innovation and an
alternative mode of employment that has the potential to introduce new competition
in the economy.
Highlight the critical role of women’s leadership in response to COVID-19 and
preparing for a more equitable recovery and inclusive COVI-19 responses, from the
highest levels of decision-making to frontline service delivery.
The webinar’s panelists consisted of accomplished women professionals and researches
in broad science and engineering disciplines in keeping with the critical skills outlined in the
data supplied in the UNESCO report (2014-2016). All speakers in the presentations
focused on challenges that they were faced with by being women in the field of science
and how they overcame those challenges as well as their inspirations in being the best in
their fields.
The topic was so interesting that the webinar attracted a lot of professionals, students and
mostly women and girls in science which led to a very successful talk.

PUBLIC ONLINE CISCO INTRODUCTORY COURSES
1. GET CONNECTED - Cover your digital basics
The digital world is upon us both personally and professionally. Having a better
understanding of the Internet, computers, and social media can be a big help in acquiring
digital skills. Besides, once you have these skills there are many more possibilities opened
to you as far as career advancement. Learn how to use a computer, connect devices, and
access search, email, and social media. Enjoy course content that is very user-friendly and
interactive with lots of illustrations! No prerequisite is required. Click the link below to start
the course.

https://www.netacad.com/portal/web/self-enroll/m/course-152689

2. INTERNET OF THINGS - Start your IoT Journey here

Invest in learning IoT (Internet of Things) skills and you can transform any business
in any industry, from manufacturing to saving endangered species. Imagine 26 billion
people, systems, and physical objects connecting and sharing data seamlessly over
the internet. This is not a what-if scenario, its real-life, and it is coming together all
around us right now. Learn how IoT is changing the world and the IoT skills you will
need to land a well-paying job. No prerequisites are required.

You will Learn These Core Skills:
Learn how the current digital transformation is creating unprecedented
economic opportunities.
Understand how the IoT is bridging the gap between operational and
information technology systems.
Discover how standard business processes are being transformed.
The security concerns that must be considered when implementing IoT
solutions.
Take your first step now! Click the link below start with Internet of Things
https://www.netacad.com/portal/web/self-enroll/m/course-158389

3. INTRODUCTION TO CYBERSECURITY - With billions of devices online, new
threats pop-up every second
Today’s interconnected world makes everyone more susceptible to cyber-attacks. Whether
you are attracted to the relativity new world of cybersecurity as a professional, or just
interested in protecting yourself online and in social media, this introductory course is the
answer. It explores cyber trends, threats—along with the broader topic of cybersecurity in a
way that will matter to YOU. For instance, you will learn how to protect your personal
privacy online while gaining additional insight into the challenges companies, and
governmental and educational institutions face today. You will also earn a Networking
Academy badge for completing this course. No prerequisites are required. Click the link
below to start Introduction to Cybersecurity.
https://www.netacad.com/portal/web/self-enroll/m/course-160475

4. NDG LINUX UNHATCHED - The "start from scratch" Linux course
Have you ever considered a career in Linux? Or, stuck in a dead-end job and exploring
options for a career change? NDG Linux Unhatched allows students to wade into the
shallow end of Linux, the back-end operating system used by global titans such as
Facebook, Google, Microsoft, NASA, Tesla, Amazon, and more. Graduates walk away with
a clear understanding of whether Linux is for them or not, without having to commit to more
than 8 total hours of self-paced learning. To ensure you are not stuck, you will be guided
step-by-step through a series of hands-on virtual machine activities. The course aligns well
with the Linux exam objectives found on the CompTIA A+ Certification. Take your first step
now! Click the link below to start with Linux Unhatched.
https://www.netacad.com/portal/web/self-enroll/m/course-151673

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
John Doyoyo
john.doyoyo@sci-bono.co.za
http://www.sci-bono.co.za/ict-training.html
081 591 6500

UPCOMING EVENTS

WEEKEND OFFERINGS
Snacky: 27 March - 2 May

INTERNATIONAL DAYS
World Creativity and Innovation Day: 21 April

HOLIDAY PROGRAMME
24 April - 2 May
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